Disinfection of Drilled Well
Follow these steps:

1. If the well is equipped with an electrical pump, turn off all electricity and clear debris from
around the top of the well.

2. Repair the electrical system and pump if needed. Contact a qualified electrician, well
contractor, or pump contractor if you are not experienced with this type of work.

3. Start the pump and run water until it is clear. Use the outside faucet closest to the well to
drain potentially contaminated water from the well and keep unsafe well water out of the
interior household plumbing. If there isn’t a pump, bail water from the well with a bucket
or other device until the water is clear.

4. If the well is connected to interior home plumbing, close valves to any water softener
units.

5. Use Table 2 to determine the amount of liquid household bleach needed to disinfect the
well. Use only unscented bleach.

Diameter of Well Casing
Depth of Water 2 inches 4 inches ] 6 inches ] 8 inches 10inches 24 inches 36 inches

10 feet 3/4 tbsp 3-1/4tbsp 1/2 cup 3/4 cup 1-1/4 cups 7 cups 1 gal
20 feet 1-1/2tbsp 6-1/2tbsp 1 cup 1-1/2 cups 2-1/2 cups 14 cups 2 gal
30 feet 2-1/4tbsp 9-3/4tbsp 1-1/2 cups 2-1/4 cups 3-3/4 cups 1-1/4 gal 3 gal
40 feet 3 thsp 13 tbsp 2 cups 3 cups 5 cups 1-3/4 gal 4 gal
50 feet 3-3/4tbsp 1 cup 2-1/2 cups 3-3/4 cups 6-1/4 cups 2-1/4 gal 5 gal
100 feet 7-1/2 tbsp 2 cups 5 cups 7-1/2 cups 12-1/2 cups 4-1/2gal 10 gal
Notes:

e Use only unscented household liquid chlorine bleach.

e Bleach concentrations are generally between 5%-9%.

e Quantities given in this table are approximate and are rounded to the nearest practical
measurement. Amounts given are calculated in accordance with reaching a chlorine
concentration of > 100 mg/L

e tbsp: tablespoon

e gal: gallon

e 1 cup =8 fluid ounces = 16 tablespoons
e 1gallon =16 cups


https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/wellsdisinfect.html#table2

